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LEH: : Interaction session 
with the qualified aspirants 
for the UPSC-CSE Coach-
ing under the “REWAY 
OTZER 2024” program by 
LAHDC Leh was held on 
August 6.

Former Commissioner 
Secretary Rigzin Samphel 
and DC Santosh Sukhadeve 
shared their personal expe-
riences and provided valu-
able tips on how to succeed 
in the UPSC CSE. They 
emphasized the critical im-

portance of strategy and 
discipline, encouraging 
students to overcome self 
doubt and embrace confi-
dence. Their journey and 
insights served as an in-
spiration to the aspirants.

The students are sched-
uled to depart for Delhi on 
August 10 to commence 
their coaching. Chairman 
Tashi Gyalson extended 
his heartfelt best wishes 
to all the candidates and 

expressed hope that each 
of them will excel in their 
endeavors and qualify the 
exam.

Dy. Chairman Tsering An-
gchuk, Executive Coun-
cillor for Minority Ghu-
lam Mehdi, Executive 
Councillor for RDD Tashi 
Namgyal Yakzee; Private 
Secretary to Chairman 
Jigmet Raftan, and Dep-
uty Director of Employ-
ment were also present.

LEH:LEH: Lieutenant 
Governor of Ladakh Briga-
dier (Dr) BD Mishra (Retd) 
laid foundation stone of 
the Revamped Distribution 
Sector Scheme (RDSS) by 
POWERGRID in Union 
Territory of Ladakh, at the 
Lieutenant Governor’s Sec-
retariat on August 9.

LG inquired from C&MD, 
POWERGRID, RK Tyagi 
about the reach of the trans-
mission line, the tariff plan 

for electricity in Ladakh, 
the duration of power sup-
ply and the transmission 
losses. He emphasised the 
need to ensure minimal 
transmission losses and 
provide power to remote 
and strategically important 
areas in Ladakh. 

LG directed POWERGRID 
officials to meet with the 
Chairmen of LAHDC Leh 
and Kargil to address local 
needs and requirements. He 

LEH: The Ladakh Mara-
thon is gearing up for its 
11th edition, scheduled to 
take place from September 
5th to 8th, 2024. This year, 
6,218 runners from around 
the world will compete 
across six categories, show-
casing the event’s global 
appeal.

The official T-shirt launch 
event was held on August 
8 at Hotel Grand Dragon, 
with Chairman/CEC Adv. 
Tashi Gyalson, LAHDC 
Leh, as the chief guest, and 
ADGP Dr. S.D. Singh Jam-
wal as the guest of honor. 
The vibrant T-shirts, avail-

able in “Glowing Red” 
and “Yellow Alert,” will 
be distributed to 6,000 par-
ticipants. PUMA India, the 
official sportswear partner, 
will also provide perfor-
mance gear.

Karthik Balagopalan, Man-
aging Director of PUMA 
India, expressed enthusi-
asm about the partnership, 
stating, “Running is rap-
idly growing globally, and 
PUMA is committed to 
supporting this trend.”

The event was also attended 
by Dy. Chairman, LAHDC 
Leh, Tsering Angchuk; Sec-

REWAY OTZER 2024: Interaction session 
for UPSC aspirants held in Leh

Official T-Shirt launched for 11th Ladakh 
Marathon; event set for September 2024
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L-G Mishra launches POWERGRID’s distribution sector revamp in Ladakh

LEH: A joint meeting 
between the Leh Apex 
Body (LAB) and the Kar-
gil Democratic Alliance 
(KDA) was held in Leh 
on Sunday, August 11. The 
meeting brought together 
core members from both 
organizations, including 
Member of Parliament 
Ladakh, Haji Mohmad 
Haneefa Jan, LAB 
co-chairman Chering Dor-
jey Lakrook, Nasir Mun-
shi, President of the Dis-
trict Congress Committee 
Kargil, Asgar Ali Karbalai, 
Ashraf Ali Barcha, Presi-
dent of Anjuman Imamia, 
Sajjad Kargili, President 
of Ladakh Gompa Asso-
ciation, Chairman of the 
Christian Association Leh, 
Sonam Parvez, Ven. Tser-
ing Wangdus, and other 
key social, political, and 
religious leaders.

Chering Dorjey noted that 
the meeting lasted three 
hours, included a detailed 
discussion on future strat-
egies. Both LAB and KDA 
remain committed to their 
four-point agenda, with no 
changes made to their de-
mands.

Recently, the Ministry of 
Home Affairs brought at-
tention to Ladakh’s needs, 
including empowering the 
Autonomous Hill Devel-
opment Councils, creating 
four new districts, estab-
lishing an additional bat-
talion under the Ladakh 
Scouts, and incorporating 
the Bhoti language into the 
Eighth Schedule of the In-
dian Constitution.

Despite these develop-
ments, LAB and KDA re-
iterated their commitment 
to the four-point agenda, 
emphasizing that they 
would not accept any alter-
natives. A follow-up meet-
ing among the core mem-
bers will be held to discuss 
future strategies, including 
sustained agitation if the 
government fails to meet 
their demands.
Nasir Munshi, President 
of the District Congress 
Committee Kargil, noted 
that while talks between 
LAB-KDA and the Minis-
try of Home Affairs were 
lengthy, they ultimately 
failed at the last moment. 
However, he expressed 
hope that discussions 
would resume. He also 
highlighted that a joint 
resolution or memoran-
dum had been submitted 
to the Prime Minister of 
India during his visit to 
Kargil, but no response 
was received. Instead, the 
government appeared to 
be considering other de-
mands.
When questioned by the 
media about the reduced 

involvement of Apex 
Body Leh Chairman Thup-
stan Chhewang, it was ex-
plained that he is currently 
dealing with health issues 
and undergoing treatment.

Regarding contrasting 
statements made by mem-
bers of LAB and KDA on 
various platforms, it was 
clarified that members are 
aligned with other organi-
zations and are not using 
the platform of LAB and 
KDA exclusively. Nasir 
Munshi explained that the 
delays in taking further 
action are strategic, ensur-
ing that no sector suffers 
losses during the course of 
their agitation. He added 
that it is now up to the gov-
ernment to respond to their 
actions, including possible 
agitations, curfews, and 
hunger strikes.

It was also clarified that 
the announcement by So-
nam Wangchuk to go on a 
climate fast from August 
15 is his personal choice 
and is not related to KDA 
and LAB. The organiza-
tions will decide on their 
own actions if they choose 
to initiate a hunger strike 
as part of their agitation.

Member of Parliament 
Ladakh, Haji Mohmad 
Haneefa Jan, emphasized 
that any issues in the 
Union Territory of La-
dakh should be resolved 
through peaceful dialogue. 
He stated that while talks 
had taken place, they had 
not yet resulted in a con-
crete outcome. He reaf-
firmed his commitment to 
advocating for Ladakh’s 
four-point agenda, noting 
that these demands were 
made with Ladakh’s future 
in mind and with the goal 
of empowering the people 
of Ladakh. He stressed 
that the struggle for these 
demands has been ongoing 
for the past five years and 
will require continued ef-
fort and sacrifice.

“I have faithfully acted as 
a bridge, making efforts to 
convey our message to the 
government through par-
liament, social media, and 
other platforms,” he said. 
“But since the government 
has not responded, today’s 
meeting between KDA 
and LAB was crucial.”

“Ladakh has made enor-
mous sacrifices for the 
country, and if the govern-
ment does not support us, 
we hope that the citizens 
of the country will. But 
we remain hopeful that all 
issues and demands will 
be resolved peacefully 
through dialogue,” he con-
cluded.

During the official launch of the official T-shirt  of 11th Ladakh Marathon.

Qualified aspirants for the UPSC-CSE Coaching under the “REWAY OTZER 
2024” program.

During the foundation laying ceremony of the Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS) by 
POWERGRID in Union Territory of Ladakh.

PUMA India, the official sportswear partner, will also provide 
performance gear

LEH: The 8th dPal rNgam 
Duston, themed ‘Celebrating 
50 Years of Tourism in Ladakh’ 
was held at NDS Stadium in 
Leh on August 5.
The event was organised by 
LAHDC Leh on the occasion 
of the UT Declaration Day. 
Lieutenant Governor of Lada-
kh, Brigadier (Dr) BD Mishra 
(Retd) attended the celebration.

L-G presented the dPal rN-
gam Duston Award to historian 
and poet, Abdul Ghani Sheikh 
while the LAHDC Lifetime 
Achievement Award was con-
ferred on the late Ven Lama 
Lobzang for his contributions 
for the well-being of the people 
of Ladakh. LG also presented 
Certificates of Appreciation 
to Lobzang Tsendol, the first 
women travel agent in Lada-
kh; Nawang Tsering, owner of 
Hotel Omasila and Tsewang 
Motup, owner of RIMO Expe-
dition, for their contribution to 
making Ladakh a prized tourist 
destination.

Terming the event as important 
which has its own significance, 
LG stated that the people of 
Ladakh are celebrating the re-
alisation of their dreams after 
Ladakh was bifurcated from 
the erstwhile state of J&K and 
declared a Union Territory five 
years ago. He called the event 
as important as any other event 
which has equal participation 
from all sections of society. He 
stated that distinguished people, 
who promote Ladakh’s cultural 
tradition and social fabric, are 
also appreciated on this day.

Congratulating the award win-
ners and their family members, 
LG stated that they deserved 
awards for their contributions 
towards the Ladakhi society. 
Calling Ladakhis good citizens 
of the country, LG appreciated 
the people of Ladakh for pre-
serving their cultural identity. 
The HLG shared three concerns 
and the steps being taken by the 
Administration on these issues.

Firstly, LG stated that his pri-
mary concern is preserving 
water and making drinking 
water available for future gen-
erations 30 years down the line. 
He highlighted the need to use 
surface water instead of relying 
on underground water. He in-
formed about the water projects 
initiated by the UT Administra-
tion in Leh and Kargil districts 
to address water-related issues.
He stated that the people of 
Ladakh have to travel long 
distances to reach the district 
headquarters due to the large 
geographical area of the region. 
He stated that efforts are being 
made to ensure that people don’t 
have to travel long distances by 
making the administrative units 
more accessible for them.

Thirdly, LG stated that Ladakh 
is dependent on the Govern-
ment of India for funds. He also 
stated that Ladakh can generate 
income through the solar power 
project announced by the Prime 

Minister of India, Narendra 
Modi, and become self-reliant 
by selling solar electricity. He 
further stated that electricity 
would be provided to all. The 
LG also highlighted the terms 
and conditions included by him 
in the said solar project, includ-
ing benefits to the people of the 
area in which the solar power 
project would be established 
along with appropriate employ-
ment for the locals.

He highlighted initiatives tak-
en by the Administration to 
prepare Recruitment Rules for 
gazetted posts along with en-
suring Reservation Rules as per 
India norms to meet the aspira-
tions of the Ladakhi youth. He 
stated that the reserve lists of 
posts would also be operated 
soon. He also highlighted the 
dreams of the Prime Minister 
of India to make Ladakh a ze-
ro-carbon emission region. LG 
further highlighted the instruc-
tions passed on to government 
officials to stay alert and help 
the needy in case of occurrenc-
es of floods due to rainfall and 
rise in water levels in rivers and 
streams in Ladakh.

Wishing everyone on the occa-
sion of dPal rNgam Duston and 
UT Declaration Day, Chairman/
CEC, LAHDC Leh, Advocate 
Tashi Gyalson congratulated 
historian and poet Abdul Ghani 
Sheikh and the family members 
of late Ven Lama Lobzang for 
winning the dPal rNgam Dus-
ton Award and LAHDC Life-
time Achievement Award, re-
spectively. He highlighted the 
contributions of Abdul Ghani 
Sheikh and late Lama Lobzang 
in the field of literature, art and 
health. He stated that efforts 
have been made to recognise 

and appreciate people engaged 
in tourism activities as Ladakh 
is celebrating 50 years of tour-
ism in the region.

Advocate Tashi Gyalson stat-
ed that dPal rNgam Duston is 
organised to celebrate the glo-
ry and pride of Ladakh and to 
remember people who have 
made contributions to the de-
velopment of Ladakhi society. 
He said the event is also a plat-
form for the youth to showcase 
their talent to promote Ladakhi 
culture.  He also highlighted 
the development and changes 
which have taken place in Lada-
kh over the last five years since 
the region was declared a Union 
Territory.

A documentary on the achieve-
ments of LAHDC Leh was also 
screened on the occasion.
There were several performanc-
es on the occasion, including 
musical offering, mask dance 
or Chhams, Yak-Singge dance, 
folk performance by artists 
from Hanley village, theatre 
performance by artists of Lada-
kh Theatre Organisation, dance 
performances by Ladakh Dance 
Institute, Fitt Dance Institute 
and Art of Motion, jabro song 
and dance by Students’ Asso-
ciation of Changthang, per-
formance by Japanese artists, 
Ladakhi folk song and dance, 
mimicry performance by Junior 
Johny Lever, performance by 
renowned Ladakhi singers, Pad-
ma Dolker and Stakmo Dorjey 
and performances by the win-
ner of Indian Idol, Pawandeep 
Rajan. Ladakhi bands, Dashugs 
and Rolyangs also performed 
on the occasion.

Ladakh’s cultural heritage and achievements celebrated at 8th dPal rNgam Duston in Leh
Historian & poet Abdul Ghani Sheikh receives dPal rNgam Duston award & LAHDC Lifetime Achievement Award to Late Ven Lama 

Lobzang
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highlighted the need to use 
minimal agricultural land 
for erection/installation of 
transmission lines due to 
paucity of agricultural land 
in Ladakh. He also asked 
the POWERGRID offi-
cials to provide electricity 
to the villages from where 
their transmission lines 
are passing. He also asked 
them to follow the timeline 
to ensure that there is no 
escalation in the cost of the 

retary, Tourism, Ladakh, 
Vikram Singh Malik; Dep-
uty Commissioner/CEO, 
Santosh Sukhadeve; SSP, 
Leh, Shruti Arora; Found-
er and Race Director of the 
Ladakh Marathon, Che-
wang Motup Goba; Air 
Force Officers; Managing 
Director of The Grand 
Dragon, Ladakh, Ghulam 
Mustafa, and other digni-
taries.

The Ladakh Marathon is 
renowned for its challeng-
ing courses, especially the 
Silk Route Ultra, a 122-ki-
lometer race that ascends 
from Nubra Valley at 

project due to delays.

LG asked POWERGRID 
officials to make neces-
sary arrangements to pro-
cure transformers for La-
dakh well in advance on 
a priority basis. He also 
highlighted the need to 
grow fodder at the site of 
the Solar Power Project 
at Pang so that the fodder 
could be used by the vil-
lagers and nearby villages 
for their livestock.

Chairman, LAHDC Le-
h,Tashi Gyalson high-
lighted the need to 
include the 33 KV trans-
mission line for Lingshed 
village in RDSS. He stat-
ed that contractors of the 
project, who sublet their 
work to local contrac-
tors, have not made their 
payments. He requested 
C&MD, POWERGRID 
to ensure payment of the 
work for the said project 
to the sub-contractor.

Chairman, LAHDC Kar-

10,700 feet to Khardung 
La Pass at 17,618 feet, 
higher than Everest Base 
Camp. This year, 68 elite 
ultra-runners will take on 
this formidable challenge, 
with historically less than 
50% completing it. The 
Khardung La Challenge 
will feature a record 311 
participants, including 
40 women, highlighting 
the marathon’s growing 
global appeal. In addi-
tion to the ultra-distance 
events, the marathon of-
fers various distances to 
accommodate runners of 
all levels.

Chewang Motup Goba, 
Founder and Race Direc-
tor of the Ladakh Mar-
athon, remarked, “The 
evolution of the Ladakh 
Marathon into a major 
event is inspiring. We are 
proud to see Ladakhi run-

gil, Dr Mohd Jaffer Ak-
hoon highlighted Kargil’s 
potential in renewable en-
ergy and requested POW-
ERGRID authorities to 
conduct a survey to tap 
the potential of renewable 
energy in the district. He 
also requested POWER-
GRID officials to provide 
electricity to villages 
along the Drass-Zanskar 
transmission line route.
Chairman & Managing 
Director, POWERGRID, 
RK Tyagi assured the LG 
that the ongoing projects, 
including the Leh-Nubra 
Transmission line and 
other key transmission 
projects, would be com-
pleted on time. He also 
highlighted the signifi-
cance of Ladakh’s con-
tribution to the nation’s 
green energy initiatives, 
particularly the large-
scale renewable project at 
Puga in Changthang.

Executive Director, 
POWERGRID, Rajesh 
Kumar provided an up-

ners rise to prominence, 
representing India inter-
nationally and excelling 
in various marathons.”

Chairman/CEC Tashi 
Gyalson, LAHDC Leh, 
praised and congratulat-
ed the team on the launch 
of the marathon’s official 
T-shirt. He emphasized 
Ladakh’s growing global 
impact and its reputation 
as a prestigious and chal-
lenging marathon. CEC 
Gyalson also highlighted 
his personal commitment 
to the marathon, noting 
his participation in the 
11.5 km event and ex-
pressing his intention to 
run again. The LAHDC 
and UT administration 
remain dedicated to pro-
viding comprehensive 
support for the marathon.

date on the status of the 
projects in Ladakh.A 
video presentation on the 
progress of projects was 
also presented.

Chairman, LAHDC, Kar-
gil, Dr Mohd Jaffer Ak-
hoon; Chairman, LAH-
DC, Leh, Tashi Gyalson; 
Advisor, Dr Pawan Kot-
wal; Secretary, PDD, 
Ladakh, Vikram Singh 
Malik; Deputy Com-
missioner, Leh, Santosh 
Sukhadeve; Chairman 
& Managing Director, 
POWERGRID, RK Ty-
agi; Chief General Man-
ager, POWERGRID, 
Arindam Chakraborty; 
Executive Director 
(PESL), POWERGRID, 
Anoop Singh; Executive 
Director, POWERGRID, 
Rajesh Kumar besides 
other officers and officials 
of POWERGRID and 
Power Development De-
partment (PDD) Ladakh 
were present during the 
foundation stone-laying 
ceremony.

Apex body and KDA stand 
firm on 4-point agenda after 

joint meeting in Leh

Nenzes Chodon

Plans sustained agitation if demands are 
not met
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LEH: 5th Finance Com-
mission, led by Chair-
man Anil Kumar Jha, 
IAS (retd), with members 
Prashant Goyal; Dr. Amey 
Sapre, Associate Profes-
sor; and Binay Bhushan, 
Secretary, convened a 
meeting with Hill Council 
Leh on August 9.

Chairman/CEC Adv Tashi 
Gyalson, Executive Coun-
cillors, Deputy Commis-
sioner/CEO Leh, and rep-
resentatives from the Rural 
Development Department, 
Urban Local Bodies, and 
various District Officers 
were also present.

The meeting began with 
CEC Tashi Gyalson re-
counting the history of the 
council’s formation, high-
lighting the progress made 
since it became a union 
territory and reflecting on 
its development prior to 
attaining that status. He 
highlighted the significant 
progress in various sectors 
since attaining union terri-
tory status.

Hill Council Leh submit-
ted an extensive set of rec-
ommendations to the Fi-
nance Commission, aimed 
at addressing critical local 
needs and enhancing gov-
ernance.

The council has advocat-
ed for a dedicated Grant-
in-Aid to support the 
maintenance of Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM) infrastruc-
ture, emphasizing the need 
for consistent funding to 
ensure its sustainability. 
They have also highlight-
ed the importance of rout-
ing Grant in Aid and other 
funds directly through the 
council to streamline dis-
tribution and ensure effec-
tive utilization.

A significant part of the 
proposal includes funding 
for special projects tai-

LEH: Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Ladakh, Brigadier 
(Dr) BD Mishra (Retd), 
inaugurated the 10th Na-
tional Handloom Day ex-
hibition at Main Market, 
Leh on August 7.

LG inspected the stalls dis-
playing spinning, weaving, 
knitting, wood carving, 
tailoring, silver filigree and 
pashmina products of the 
Handloom and Handicraft 
Departments, Self-Help 
Groups (SHGs), Brand La-
dakh and the Ministry of 
Tribal Affairs.

National Handloom Day is 
celebrated on 7th August 
to honour the handloom 
weavers and provide mo-
tivation and sense of pride 
to the handloom industry 
by appreciating their con-
tribution to the cultural, 

LEH: Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) 
was signed by Prof. S K 
Mehta, Vice Chancellor, 
University of Ladakh, and 

Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director 
General, Entrepreneur-
ship Development Insti-
tute of India (EDII), in 
the presence of Dr. Pawan 

lored to LAHDC’s unique 
requirements, alongside 
mechanisms for Coun-
cillors to retain revenue 
generated locally. This 
revenue, combined with 
funds from land premiums 
and other sources, is seen 
as vital for supporting de-
velopment initiatives and 
managing rising costs of 
living in the region.

Addressing the challeng-
es faced by local farmers, 
the council has proposed 
waiving Kisan Credit 
Card (KCC) loans due to 
adverse agricultural con-
ditions. In addition, the 
need for a transport subsi-
dy was put forward to al-
leviate high transportation 
costs, while special incen-
tives for the tourism in-
dustry were recommended 
to boost economic growth 
and create employment 
opportunities.

The council has also em-
phasized the necessity for 
enhanced social security 
support, particularly given 
the lack of adequate med-
ical facilities. They called 
for measures to ensure 
proper care and evacua-
tion in serious health sit-
uations.

On the financial front, the 
council has requested an 
increase in financial au-
tonomy to LAHDC, Leh 
and proposed streamlining 
processes for Technical 
Sanction and Administra-
tive Approval to expedite 
project implementation. 
Additionally, they have 
sought grants for sustain-
able agriculture, horticul-
ture, and livestock rearing 
to promote self-sufficiency 
and environmental stew-
ardship.

To better manage local-
ly generated revenue, the 
council has recommended 
creating a deposit head for 

LAHDC, Leh. They also 
called for an enhancement 
of the District Capex Bud-
get, aiming to support ex-
tensive infrastructure and 
development projects.

The discussion also em-
phasized the need for ad-
vancing organic farming 
in Ladakh and strengthen-
ing micro enterprises. The 
council proposed that the 
region should utilize more 
local products.On the top-
ic of revenue, the council 
suggested that revenue 
generated by local coun-
cils should remain with 
them to serve as an addi-
tional funding source for 
community projects and 
welfare activities. CEC 
Gyalson raised concerns 
about tendering practices 
and strongly advocated 
for reserving tenders val-
ued below 5 crore INR 
for local businesses. This 
approach is also intend-
ed to prevent delays and 
enhance project effective-
ness.Moreover, recogniz-
ing the high literacy levels 
in Ladakh, there was a call 
for increased employment 
opportunities through the 
filling of gazetted and 
other posts to better meet 
the needs of local depart-
ments.

Deputy Commission-
er Santosh Sukhadeve 
acknowledged these 
recommendations, of-
fering explanations re-
garding ongoing projects, 
schemes, and addressing 
concerns about delays.

The Finance Commission 
assured the Chairman 
and the Councillors that 
all recommendations and 
concerns would be thor-
oughly reviewed and con-
sidered. This engagement 
marks a collaborative ef-
fort to address regional 
developmental needs and 
enhance local governance.

traditional and economic 
landscape of the country. 
The celebrations aim to 
generate awareness about 
the importance of the han-
dloom sector and its con-
tribution to the socio-eco-
nomic development of the 
country.

LG expressed his best 
wishes and commended 
the Department of Indus-
tries and Commerce for or-
ganising the event. He em-
phasised the significance 
of National Handloom 
Day and appreciated the 
participating artisans, stat-
ing that the event supports 

University of Ladakh signs MoU with EDII to foster Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship

LG Ladakh inaugurates 10th National Handloom Day exhibition in Leh

LAHDC and Wall Art Projects Japan host 
vibrant Forest Art Festival in Ladakh

Stakeholders in J&K and Ladakh discuss 
protection of Children with Disabilities in 

annual consultation 

CEC Tashi Gyalson advocates for enhanced 
funding and autonomy in meeting with 

Finance Commission
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artists’ commitment to sus-
tainable development.

Executive Councillor for 
Art & Culture, Stanzin 
Chosphel, highlighted the 
significance of the festival 
and expressed gratitude to 
the organizers and commu-
nity members for their ded-
ication in making the event 
a success.

The festivities continued 
with the inauguration of 
the Forest Art Land planta-
tion site by CEC Gyalson. 
The event concluded with a 
lively cultural performance 
by local villagers and a cap-
tivating handpan dance by 
a Japanese artist, adding 
a unique and enchanting 
touch to the celebration.

sentation on the schemes, 
services and provisions for 
Children with Disabilities 
in the UT Ladakh region. 
Director, School Education, 
Tsering Palden also gave 
an overview of schemes 
and provisions for Children 
with Disabilities under the 
Education Department and 
the need to strive collec-
tively to achieve and ensure 
a holistic and inclusive de-
velopment of all.

After successful and open 
discussion on the different 
themed sessions among the 
stakeholders, the one-day 
consultation ended with the 
valedictory session entail-
ing a summary of the action 
points and outline for action 
plan 2024-25, felicitation of 
the resource persons and a 
vote of thanks.

Director, Social & Trib-
al Welfare Ladakh/ State 
Commissioner for Persons 
with Disabilities, Tashi Dol-
ma; Principal Magistrate, 
JJB Leh, Wangail Tsering;  
District Social Welfare Of-
ficer, Leh and Kargil; Chief 
Education Officer, Leh/
Kargil; Deputy Chief, Le-
gal Aid Defence Counsel, 
District Court Leh; officers 
and officials from Ladakh 
Legal Services Authority, 
Education, Medical and Po-
lice Department; officials of 
Social Welfare Department, 
District Child Protection 
Unit and other concerned 
stakeholders.

LEH: The Forest Art 
Festival, organized by 
Wall Art Projects, Japan, 
in collaboration with the 
Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Coun-
cil (LAHDC), Leh, took 
place in Matho village on 
August 10-11.

Chairman/CEC, LAHDC 
Leh, Tashi Gyalson, and 
Executive Councillor for 
Art & Culture, Stanzin 
Chosphel, were present 
on the inaugural day.
The ceremony began with 
a traditional reception at 
Matho Monastery, fol-
lowed by an exhibition 
showcasing vibrant art-
works by Japanese and 
Ladakhi artists. The fes-
tival drew a large crowd 

of local residents, artists, 
and visitors.

Hamao, the festival’s co-
ordinator, provided an 
insightful overview of the 
projects, emphasizing the 
powerful impact of art on 
local communities and its 
role in fostering cultural 
exchange.

In his address, CEC Tashi 
Gyalson praised both Jap-
anese and Ladakhi artists 
for their exceptional con-
tributions and the beauti-
ful display of their work. 
He underscored the im-
portance of their efforts 
in enriching cultural her-
itage and promoting tour-
ism in the region. Gyalson 
also acknowledged the 

LEH: One-day annual 
Consultation of Stake-
holders in the UTs of 
J&K and Ladakh themed, 
“Protection of Children 
with Disabilities, 2024”, 
held at SKICC, Srinagar 
on August 3.

The day was organised by 
Juvenile Justice Commit-
tee, High Court of J&K 
and Ladakh in collabo-
ration with Department 
of Social Welfare, UT 
J&K and Department of 
Social & Tribal Welfare, 
UT Ladakh, UNICEF and 
AIVC.

UT Ladakh stakeholders, 
from both the districts, 
virtually participated in 
the consultation headed 
by Commissioner/ Sec-
retary, Social & Tribal 
Welfare Ladakh, Padma 
Angmo in the presence 
of officers/officials and 
representatives from the 
other concerned depart-
ments, civil societies, and 
NGOs.

The day-long deliberation 
had 4 technical sessions 
on important topics with 
resource persons and ex-
perts from different de-
partments and fields. The 
first technical session 
focused on an Overview 
of the Schemes and Ser-
vices and Provisions for 
Children with Disability 
across various depart-
ments, Challenges, Gaps 
and Recommendations 

for strengthened support 
to Children with Disabil-
ities.

The second technical 
session highlighted the 
need of synchronization 
of Juvenile Justice and 
Children with Disabilities 
with focus on identifica-
tion semantics hard and 
soft skills and infrastruc-
ture. The third session 
deliberated on the Way 
forward with challeng-
es and opportunities on 
Children with Disabilities 
and Child Protection with 
special stress on children 
in conflict with law and 
Children in need of Care 
and Protection and skill-
ing.

The consultation thor-
oughly acknowledged the 
need of dedicated collab-
oration between different 
departments such as Ed-
ucation, Medical and Po-
lice to address the issues 
of Children with Disabil-
ities and to provide them 
an environment of equal 
opportunity and to safe-
guard their rights and to 
redress their issues with a 
rights-based approach.

In this context, the fourth 
technical session focused 
on Police Perspective 
in implementation of 
schemes and rehabilita-
tion services.
Commissioner Secretary, 
S&TW, Padma Angmo 
presented a detailed pre-

artisans in promoting their 
products. He highlighted 
the UT Administration’s 
commitment to showcas-
ing achievers’ products on 
national and internation-
al levels and encouraged 
local people to join the 
handloom industry to im-
prove their economic and 
social status.

Highlighting Ladakh’s 
connection with pashmi-
na, LG stated that brand 
pashmina is integral to 
Ladakh’s identity. He also 
stated that UT Adminis-
tration has constructed 
around 1,000 pashmina 
kid pens to reduce the 
mortality rate of pashmi-
na goat kids by 10 percent 
this year. 

LG also stated that the UT 
Administration is commit-
ted to support the artisans 
to boost the Handloom 

Industries and urged the 
people to join and set tar-
gets to improve the Han-
dloom Industry. He stated 
that two officers have been 
posted as Assistant Di-
rectors of Handloom and 
Handicraft Department in 
Leh to enhance the pro-
duction of handloom and 
handicraft products in 
Ladakh. He said that next 
year when we meet for 
National Handloom Day, 
we should have ensured 
25 percent enhancement 
in women empowerment. 
He also stated that UT 
Administration has estab-
lished two Brand Ladakh 
showrooms in Leh and 
New Delhi to showcase 
and sell local products.

L-G urged the Department 
to visit remote areas and 
encourage the people to 
join the industry to boost 
their economy.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

Himalayan Women Health 
Project: CEC Tashi Gyal-

son and Dr. Quek plan next 
steps in Cervical Cancer 

fight

LEH: Chairman/CEC Adv 
Tashi Gyalson of LAHDC, 
Leh, held a productive 
meeting with Dr. Swee 
Chong Quek and his team 
on August 10 to discuss 
the ongoing Himalayan 
Women Health Project.

This initiative, a collabo-
rative effort between the 
Council and Mahabodhi, 
aims to enhance women’s 
health in the Himalayan 
region through essential 
cervical cancer screenings. 
During the meeting, it was 
noted that Dr. Quek and his 
team have conducted ex-
tensive cervical screenings 
in Leh, including remote 
areas such as Zanskar.

CEC Tashi Gyalson ex-
pressed his appreciation 
for their dedication and an-
nual visits, acknowledging 
their crucial role in pro-
viding health services. He 
also extended sincere grat-
itude to Dr. Nordan Otzer 
for his years of dedicated 
work in assisting women 
with screenings and rais-
ing awareness about cer-

vical cancer through the 
project.

The discussion also cov-
ered future steps in com-
bating cervical cancer, 
including potential vac-
cination programs. CEC 
Gyalson emphasized the 
need to address gaps in 
vaccination coverage, 
particularly for excluded 
groups who have not yet 
received this essential pre-
ventive measure. He pro-
posed providing supple-
mentary budget support to 
enhance these efforts and 
ensure broader access to 
vaccinations.

A roadmap for eradicating 
cervical cancer was out-
lined, focusing on strategic 
planning and community 
engagement to achieve 
long-term health improve-
ments. Chairman Gyalson 
commended Dr. Quek and 
his team for their invalu-
able contributions and ex-
pressed his commitment 
to advancing collaborative 
efforts to fight cervical 
cancer in the region.

Officials of 5th Finance Commission and Hill Council Leh after the meeting.

Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh, Brigadier (Dr) BD 
Mishra (Retd), inaugurating the 10th National Hand-
loom Day exhibition at Main Market.

Chairman/CEC Adv Tashi Gyalson of LAHDC, Leh 
with Dr. Swee Chong Quek and his team at Council 
Secretariat.

UT Ladakh stakeholders virtually participating in the one-day annual Consultation 
of Stakeholders in the UTs of J&K and Ladakh themed, “Protection of Children with 
Disabilities.”

(Right to Left) Prof. S K Mehta, Vice Chancellor, 
University of Ladakh, Advisor Dr. Pawan Kotwal and 
Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General, Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute of India (EDII).

Kotwal, Advisor to the Lt. 
Governor, UT Ladakh on 
August 9.

The purpose of this MoU 
is to support the UT of 
Ladakh in becoming one 
of the most entrepreneur-
ship-friendly destinations 
in India by promoting en-
trepreneurship education, 
training, policy research, 
and incubation support 
across the region. Under 
this MoU, EDII will im-
plement various Entrepre-
neurship Development Ac-
tivities such as:

•Creating project profiles 
on emerging business 
opportunities (such as 
ethno-religious tourism, 
handicrafts, AYUSH and 
wellness, food processing, 
pashmina, wood carving, 

copper utensils, etc.) and 
making these available to 
students.

•Establishing a pool of 
startup mentors and indus-
try experts to mentor and 
support existing and fu-
ture startups/ventures.

•Conducting Entrepre-
neurship Development 
Programmes for students 
in UT Ladakh.

•Promoting startups and 
innovations through train-
ing, counseling, mentor-
ing, and handholding in-
terventions.
•Supporting the creation 
of a ‘Startup, Innovation, 
and Entrepreneurship Pol-
icy.’

In addition to these ini-

tiatives, EDII will also 
establish and support the 
‘Entrepreneurship De-
velopment Institute of 
Ladakh (EDIL)’ in col-
laboration with the UT 
Administration of Lada-
kh. This institute aims to 
create startups, innovative 
enterprises, and tradi-
tional businesses that can 
sustain, grow, and create 
jobs.

During the signing cer-
emony, Dr. Amit Kumar 
Dwivedi and Shri Pra-
vir Krishna (Retd. IAS) 
from EDII, and Dr. Sub-
rat Sharma, Dean of Re-
search, and Dr. Mohd 
Rafee, Assistant Professor 
from the University of La-
dakh, were present.
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Expert talk:

Dr.  P.P.  Wangchuk

SoulSpeak

I do not know what could my life be 
like had there had been no books. I 
suppose that could be an equally 
pertinent issue with you too. In one 
of my ‘Good Morning’ musings re-
cently, I had written this: You need 
to be serious and careful about what 
you learn as you are bound to be-
come what goes into your head. Well, 
that could be relevant even with any 
other external factor that determines 
your thoughts, but I had written that 
keeping mainly the effects of books 
on our mental functioning.

One of my readers has asked me whether that had a reference to books 
or persons who mattered in my life. Yes, the statement stands equally 
good in either case, books or persons. To make that more clear the next 
day, I wrote: If you take books as faithful and exceptional companions, 
they will stand by you in all circumstances to make a good sense of 
your life.

It is not that those who do not read books are good-for-nothing fel-
lows. But I can say that they could be better off with books as addition-
al ‘companions’. That is because books are ‘great friends’ that never 
abandon you, come what may. They not only keep you busy and happily 
absorbed but make you knowledgeable and wiser too. They take you 
into a world different from the one you live in, and widen your horizon 
of looking at things in a broader and more positive manner.

Books can ‘carry you’ to your dreamy places that you could not visit 
physically because of various factors. And, as a result, you become a 
more understanding and reasonable kind of person because you stand 
to gain a universal outlook.

I have an obsession with books, but not that I am a book-worm. I have 
a slow and easy habit of reading books. That is because I like the idea 
of enjoying reading over a longer period for maximum ‘connect’ with 
the characters or the author!

Courtesy: WongWorld
 

The writer is a New Delhi-based Editor-at-large, columnist and pro-
fessional speaker.

Making  sense of life with books

Ladakh’s Apricots: Traditional crop with global 
potential

WORLD PHOTOGRAPHY 
DAY

1. Avocados are a fruit, not a vegetable. They’re technically considered a 
single-seeded berry.

2. The Eiffel Tower can be 15 cm taller during the summer, due to thermal 
expansion meaning the iron heats up, the particles gain kinetic energy and 
take up more space.

3. Trypophobia is the fear of closely-packed holes. Or more specifically, 
“an aversion to the sight of irregular patterns or clusters of small holes or 
bumps.

4. Allodoxaphobia is the fear of other people’s opinions. It’s a rare social 
phobia that’s characterised by an irrational and overwhelming fear of what 
other people think.

5. Australia is wider than the moon. The moon sits at 3400km in diameter, 
while Australia’s diameter from east to west is almost 4000km.

6. ‘Mellifluous’ is a sound that is pleasingly smooth and musical to hear.

7. Human teeth are the only part of the body that cannot heal themselves. 
Teeth are coated in enamel which is not a living tissue.

8. It’s illegal to own just one guinea pig in Switzerland. It’s considered ani-
mal abuse because they’re social beings and get lonely.

9. The Ancient Romans used to drop a piece of toast into their wine for good 
health - hence why we ‘raise a toast’.

10. The heart of a shrimp is located in its head. They also have an open 
circulatory system, which means they have no arteries and their organs float 
directly in blood.

11. People are more creative in the shower. When we take a warm shower, 
we experience an increased dopamine flow that makes us more creative.

12. Baby rabbits are called kits.

COURTESY: cosmopolitan.com

Every year on August 19 we celebrate World 
Photography Day to celebrate the art, craft, 
science, and history of photography. The day 
also encourages photographers from around 
the globe to share a single photo that encap-
sulates their world.

World Photography Day commemorates 
the invention of the Daguerreotype, one of 
the earliest photographic processes, which 
was announced as a gift to the world by the 
French government on August 19, 1839. The 
Daguerreotype, developed by Louis Da-
guerre and Joseph Niépce, marked a signifi-
cant milestone in the history of photography, 
revolutionizing how images were captured 
and preserved.

World Photogra-
phy Day honours 
this invention 
and celebrates 
photography as a 
medium that has 
evolved over centuries, influencing art, sci-
ence, journalism, and personal expression. It 
serves as a global platform for photographers 
and enthusiasts to come together, share their 
passion, showcase their work, and promote 
the appreciation of photography worldwide.

World Photography Day 2024: Date and 
Theme

World Photography Day will be celebrated 

on August 19th, 2024, which falls on a Fri-
day. This global event honors all forms of 
photography and each year carries an option-
al theme. The theme for World Photography 
Day 2024 is “AN ENTIRE DAY”.
 

                                                                                                    
COURTESY: INDIANEXPRESS.COM

 Dr.Tsering Stobdan, Agriculture scientist, DI-
HAR:  Apricot, locally known as Chuli, is a tradition-
al fruit crop of the Ladakh region. The apricots from 
Ladakh are exceptionally sweet and unique in quali-
ty. Due to the climatic conditions, they range in color 
from yellow to deep orange, often with red or rosy 
touches. The Ladakhi apricot variety, Raktsey Kar-
po, has received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag, 
and an application has been submitted for the Halman 
apricot as well. The Halman apricot thrives best in 
the Sham Valley due to its suitable temperature and 

environment, while Raktsey Karpo is of superior quality in Leh. Ladakh’s high-altitude 
environment is ideal for apricot cultivation, as it enhances the fruit’s sweetness. However, 
if the seed of Raktsey Karpo is sown in places like Himachal Pradesh or Uttarakhand, the 
sweetness of the apricots is not as pronounced. Attempts to grow Raktsey Karpo in the 
Kashmir Valley have also resulted in a diminished taste.

The initial export of apricots from Ladakh began in 2021 to Dubai. In the 2022 season, 
35 tonnes of fresh apricots were sent to domestic markets outside Ladakh and exported 
to Singapore, Mauritius, and Vietnam. While Ladakhi apricots have significant potential 
in the global market, it is crucial to meet domestic demand first. Currently, in cities like 
Mumbai or Pune, apricots are sold at around Rs. 600 per kg. This suggests that there is 
strong potential for Ladakhi apricots to capture the Indian domestic market, making export 
less essential.

Last year, the target was to sell 100 metric tonnes of apricots, but only about 57 metric 
tonnes were transported to the market. The demand for apricots is higher than the sup-
ply. Historically, apricots were grown without much focus on improving their yield, as 
their significance was not fully recognized until recently. Now, with increased attention on 
Raktsey Karpo and Halman apricots, more focus and care will be required in the future.

In August, Ladakh is the only region globally where apricots are available for sale, giving 
it a unique market advantage. A farmer can earn a livelihood by selling apricots, as a full-
grown tree can produce anywhere from 100 kg to 300 kg of apricots. Some companies 
pay Rs. 110 per kg just by inspecting an apricot tree, and they bring their own harvesters, 
sparing the farmer from the harvesting process.

Historically, apricots were a key commodity traded between Tibet and Ladakh, known as 
Nyari-Khambu in Tibetan and Phating in Ladakhi. Growing apricots is relatively effort-

Nenzes Chodon

less, but care is needed during harvesting. Ladakhis traditionally use long sticks to beat the tree, caus-
ing the fruit to fall to the ground. However, this method damages the fruit, making it unsuitable for 
long-distance transportation. Buyers from outside prefer to hand-pick each fruit or use picking poles 
to avoid damage.

In Ladakh, there is a lack of education in areas like training and pruning for harvesting, converting 
apricots into economically valuable products, and insect-pest management. Two insects that can harm 
apricot trees are Yellowtail moths and Aphids. While insects cannot be eradicated, their populations 
can be controlled. The Yellowtail moth has been successfully managed using specific techniques, and 
its nests can be removed and destroyed during the dormant season. Aphids should be controlled be-
fore they proliferate, as one aphid can reproduce hundreds more. When attacked by aphids, the tree’s 
leaves curl, making the infestation visible. The affected leaves should be removed and destroyed.

Ladakh produces nearly 64% of India’s apricots, with a combined production of 15,000 metric tonnes 
in Leh and Kargil, including lower-quality apricots used for apricot seed oil extraction. Despite this, 
production is still insufficient to meet global demand.

One of the problems in Ladakh is the absence of a large-scale nursery. Such a nursery could provide 
non-variety plants tailored to individual demands, ensuring the production of high-quality apricots. 
Old, unproductive trees could be replaced, as an apricot tree can produce quality fruit for over 60 
years.

Rigzin Tsewang, Business Manager, Agricultural and Pro-
cessed Food Products Export Development Authority (APE-
DA) Leh: Ladakh is home to several apricot varieties, but Rakt-
sey Karpo and Halman are particularly notable for their export 
quality. Among these, Halman is more suitable for export due 
to its ability to withstand transport without significant damage, 
retaining its quality, shape, and color. On the other hand, Rakt-
sey Karpo is more delicate, with skin that is prone to blemishes 
and injury, making it challenging to transport without incurring 
damage.

Halman apricots are predominantly grown in lower areas such as Sham Valley and parts of Kargil 
District, while higher elevations are more suitable for Raktsey Karpo, enhancing its taste. Apricots are 
naturally cultivated in Ladakh with minimal effort. The export of apricots from Ladakh was banned 
when it was part of Jammu and Kashmir, but the ban was lifted after Ladakh became a Union Territory. 
A small trial shipment was first sent to Dubai in 2021, with the support of APEDA, the horticulture 

...continues on page 6 

Courtesy: www.savit.in
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The Sub- Divisional Magistrate of Nyoma led a suc-
cessful “Har Ghar Tiranga” rally at Nyoma. The 
rally commenced from the SDM office, with a large 
gathering of residents, HOD of various departments, 
government officials and school students, carrying the 
Indian National Flag. 

In response to the devastating flash floods that struck 
Lingshed village, Chairman/CEC,Adv Tashi Gyal-
son,LAHDC, Leh conducted an on-site inspection to 
assess the damage and coordinate relief efforts.

Culture and Seminar Committee, Government Degree 
College Kargil hold a pledge ceremony at Seminar 
Hall under Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, a flagship 
campaign to enhance the evidence-based approach 
towards substance abuse.

Venerable Lama Lobzang, posthumously honored 
with the LAHDC Lifetime Achievement Award, 2024. 
This prestigious accolade reflects enduring commit-
ment to the welfare of Ladakh’s people, especially in 
providing healthcare to those in need.

A charitable medical camp for screening of cervical 
cancer was organised by Ladakh Autonomous Hill 
Development Council (LAHDC) in collaboration with 
Himalayan Women’s health project and Mahabodhi 
Hospital at Mahabodhi hospitals Saboo Dho. More 
than 300 female patients were screened.

Head coach of Team India is leading a distinguished 
contingent of 22 elite skaters from 11 states, includ-
ing three talented girls from Ladakh, to the presti-
gious Asia Cup competition in Jakarta. This follows 
an intensive 12 day training camp in Seoul, Korea, 
where the team sharpened their skills and prepared 
rigorously for the upcoming event

Fortnight Highlights

In Conversation with

Jigmet Rafstan, LBA Youth wing President

Interviewed by Stanzin Padma

MESSAGE TO THE READERS
 As modern education fosters individualistic think-
ing, it’s crucial for youth to balance personal prog-
ress with family values and community well-being. I 
urge parents to guide their children, ensuring they 
grow into assets for the community. The LBA Youth 
Wing welcomes all passionate young people eager 
to contribute to the Buddhist community’s welfare. 
Together, we can shape a better future.

Q. Congratulations on becoming the president of the 
LBA youth wing. Tell us about yourself.
 
 Thank you so much for giving me this opportunity. My 
name is Jigmet Rafstan, and I hail from the beautiful vil-
lage of Stok in Ladakh. I pursued my higher education at 
Punjab University, where I gained valuable knowledge and 
experiences that shaped my outlook on life. After complet-
ing my studies, I returned to Ladakh with a strong desire to 
contribute to my community and the region.

Upon my return, I was fortunate to become an active 
member of the Ladakh Buddhist Association (LBA) youth 
wing. My journey within the organization began under the 
mentorship and leadership of Mr. Rigzin Dorjay, where I 
served as the General Secretary. This role allowed me to 
work closely with the youth and understand the challenges 
and aspirations of our generation.

This year, the LBA made history by holding its first-ever 
democratic elections to select its leadership. I participated 
in this election and, with the support and trust of my peers, 
was elected as the President of the LBA Youth Wing for 
the next three years. This election marks a significant step 
towards democratizing the Ladakh Buddhist Association, 
ensuring that the voices of the youth are heard and repre-
sented in shaping the future of our community.

I am deeply honored to take on this responsibility and am 
committed to working tirelessly to uplift and empower the 
youth of Ladakh, promoting our cultural heritage, and ad-
dressing the challenges we face in today’s rapidly changing 
world.

Q. Brief us about the LBA Youth Wing Association. 
What are its roles and objectives?

 The LBA Youth Wing is an integral part of the Ladakh 
Buddhist Association, functioning under the guidance of 
the parent body. It maintains connections with associations 
across all Buddhist villages in Ladakh. The Youth Wing is 
responsible for organizing various programs related to the 
Buddhist community, fostering a sense of unity and shared 
purpose.

The roles and objectives of the LBA Youth Wing include:

1.Connecting with the Community: The primary role of 
the Youth Wing is to engage with people from Ladakh who 
follow the teachings of Buddha. We aim to support them in 

resolving any issues they encounter in their lives, providing a 
platform for dialogue and assistance.

2.Promoting Social Reforms: The Youth Wing is dedicated 
to bringing about social reforms that promote equality within 
the Buddhist community. We strive to address social issues 
and work towards creating a more inclusive and equitable so-
ciety.

3.Preserving and Promoting Buddhist Heritage: A crucial 
objective is to maintain, preserve, and promote our rich Bud-
dhist heritage. We focus on inculcating Buddha’s teachings in 
the young minds of our community, ensuring that our cultural 
and spiritual traditions are passed on to future generations.

Through these roles and objectives, the LBA Youth Wing aims 
to foster a strong, supportive, and enlightened community, 
deeply rooted in the teachings of Buddha and committed to 
the welfare of all its members.

Q. As the newly elected President of the LBA Youth Wing, 
what are your plans and priorities? What changes do you 
aim to bring during your tenure?

 My priorities are clear and focused, with education being at 
the forefront. Youth in Ladakh are in dire need of the right 
guidance to lead their lives judiciously. The LBA Youth Wing 
will serve as a bridge between the dreams and realities of our 
young people, helping them navigate the challenges they face.

Alongside modern education, I plan to place a strong em-
phasis on inculcating the teachings of Buddha in our youth. 
We will organize workshops that cover the basic teachings of 
Buddha, aimed at fostering spiritual values. By doing so, we 
hope to provide our youth with the right direction, enabling 
them not only to confront worldly challenges but also to lead 
meaningful and peaceful lives.

Q. What are the major challenges faced by the LBA Youth 
Wing, and how do you plan to tackle them?

 The major challenges we face include unemployment, stress, 
anxiety, depression, migraines, drug addiction, and the loosen-
ing of family values due to the influence of Western cultures. 
The LBA Youth Wing is committed to addressing these issues 
to alleviate the pain and suffering of our youth, helping them 
to become valuable assets to both the community and society.

‘‘
,,

...continues on page 6 

Abdul Ghani Sheikh received the Ladakh Spal rN-
gam Duston Award 2024 for his exceptional work as a 
writer and historian. Your contributions have signifi-
cantly shaped the cultural and historical landscape 
of Ladakh.

Thupstan Chhewang (President of Ashoka Mission 
and former MP) and Tashi Motup Kau (General Sec-
retary) receiving financial assistance of ₹20 lakh to 
the Ashoka Mission, New Delhi by Hill Council, Leh.
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KVK-1 hosts melon crop field 
day with CEC Dr. Akhoon em-

phasizing local agriculture

ZANSKAR: Dr. Mohd 
Jaffer Akhoon, Chairman/
CEC of LAHDC Kargil, 
attended a field day focus-
ing on melon crops at Kri-
shi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) 
Kargil-1 on August 8.

During his visit, Dr. Ak-
hoon was briefed on the 
various melon varieties 
cultivated at KVK and 
toured the seed production 
units for newly introduced 
kale and Swiss chard under 
the DST project.

He underscored the need 
to revive mulberry culti-
vation and develop tech-
niques for growing straw-
berries, emphasizing their 
high nutritional value.

Dr. Akhoon highlighted 
agriculture’s crucial role in 
sustainable development 
and the local economy. He 
urged the adoption of sus-
tainable agricultural and 
horticultural practices to 
generate employment op-
portunities for youth.

The CEC also requested 

that the achievements of 
Zanskar KVK be shared 
with his office. Addressing 
the high prevalence of ane-
mia among lactating moth-
ers in Kargil, he suggested 
that organic farming and 
products could play a sig-
nificant role in addressing 
this issue.

Additionally, Dr. Akhoon 
commended local entre-
preneurs for their mush-
room spawn production 
and pledged to provide 
three BOD incubators on 
a subsidy basis to support 
their efforts.

Chief Scientist of KVK-1, 
Dr. Mehdi, also spoke at 
the event, outlining the de-
partment’s achievements 
and initiatives. The event 
was attended by the Exec-
utive Councillor for Agri-
culture, LAHDC Kargil; 
Councillor Chiktan; Chief 
Agriculture Officer Kargil; 
senior and junior scientists 
from KVK-1; the former 
President of Baseej-e-
Zaraat; other officials; and 
progressive farmers.
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KARGIL: Chairman of 
the Reservation Com-
mission for Actual Line 
of Control (ALC) La-
dakh, Justice Bansi Lal 
Bhat (former Judge of the 
High Court of J&K and 
Ladakh), visited several 
villages near the Line of 
Control (LoC) on August 
9, including Garkone, 
Darchik, Sanachay, Hor-
dass, Gurgurdo, Batalik, 
Silmo, Chulichan, and 
Lalung. He interacted 
with local residents to 
assess basic facilities in 
these remote areas.

During his visit, Justice 
Bhat focused on identi-
fying essential services 
and infrastructure needs 
in villages adjacent to 
the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) in the Union 
Territory of Ladakh. He 

KARGIL: Chairman/
CEC, LAHDC, Kargil, Dr 
Mohd Jaffer Akhoon along 
with Deputy Commission-
er/CEO, LAHDC, Kargil, 
Shrikant Suse tinaugurat-
ed the 7-day long National 
Handloom Day celebra-
tions on August 7 at Hus-
saini Park, Kargil.

The day was organised by 
Handloom Department, 
Kargil.

During the inauguration, 
the CEC and DC, accom-
panied by district officers, 
inspected various stalls of 
the artisan showcasing a 
wide array of handloom 
and handicraft products. 

Approximately 50 stalls 
were set up by artisans, 
along with additional 
stalls by the Industries De-
partment and J&K Bank, 
aimed to inform the public 

emphasized the role of the 
Indian Constitution and 
the justice system in ad-
vancing social justice and 
ensuring the welfare of 
marginalized groups.

Justice Bhat highlighted 
the commitment to justice 
and inclusivity as central 
to the ethos of the Indian 
Constitution. He stressed 
that no one should be left 
behind in the nation’s 
progress and underscored 
the importance of making 
justice accessible to every 
individual.

In his discussions, Justice 
Bhat addressed concerns 
raised by local residents 
regarding hardships over 
the past seven decades. 
The villagers reported 
feeling overlooked in de-
velopment efforts, with 

issues related to education 
and economic resourc-
es impacting the youth. 
They also expressed dis-
satisfaction with the slow 
process of identifying 
areas adjoining the ALC 
for extending reservation 
benefits, pointing out that 
similar benefits have been 
provided to residents in 
analogous areas of J&K.

The visit was accompanied 
by former CEC, LAHDC, 
Kargil/Councillor Silmo, 
Feroz Khan; ADC Suhail 
Ahmad; Tsering Mutup, 
Additional Secretary to the 
ALC Commission; Hamid 
Ahmad, Private Secretary 
to the Chairman for ALC; 
and Naib Tehsildars Sajjad 
Hussain and Mohd Ibra-
him.

about various beneficial 
schemes.

CEC commended the 
Handloom Department 
for organizing such events 
and praised the artisans 
for their dedication and 
skill in producing quality 
products.  He noted the 
remarkable improvements 
in the artisans’ work and 
encouraged them to focus 
on achieving superior fin-
ishing and quality. 

CEC also urged artisans to 
take advantage of the Mi-
nority Loan provided by 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
& Ladakh Finance Corpo-
ration.

Highlighting a major 
achievement, the CEC 
mentioned that, upon his 
request, a stall was in-
stalled at the War Memo-
rial Drass, which has gen-

erated around Rs 7 lakh in 
sales till date.

The CEC assured that 
the Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Coun-
cil (LAHDC), Kargil will 
continue to support unem-
ployed youth and the new 
start-ups in the region.

District Superintendent 
Handloom, Arifa Lone ex-
tended a warm welcome to 
all guests and shared var-
ious achievements of the 
department.

Councillor Town; Joint 
Director Sports; SE R&B; 
ASP Kargil; Chief Con-
troller Finance; CMO 
Kargil; DSHO Kargil; 
Assistant Registrar Coop-
erative; CPO Kargil; AO 
to KDA, along with other 
officers and officials at-
tended the event.

ZANSKAR:Jammu Kash-
mir and Ladakh Finance 
Corporation (JKLFC) in 
collaboration with Nation-
al Minorities Development 
and Finance Corporation 
(NMDFC) organised the 
3rd day of the Minority 
Loan Scheme Awareness 
Camp cum Loan Mela at 
Padum, Zanskar on Au-
gust 10.

The event was chaired by 
Suhail Qadri, Gen. Man-
ager, JKLFC with Jigmet, 

District Incharge, JKLFC 
Leh and Kargil, oversee-
ing the proceedings. Exec-
utive Councillor, LAHDC, 
Kargil, Er. Phunchok Tashi 
was the chief guest, Coun-
cillor Cha, Stanzin Lakpa 
and Councillor, Karsha, 
Stanzin Jigmet were the 
guests of honour. Incharge 
SDM Padum, Hassan; 
President of ZBA and 
President of Muslim Asso-
ciation were also present.

The event saw the partic-

Justice Bansi Lal Bhat visits villages near 
LoC, focuses on basic facilities and 

constitutional justiceCEC Jaffer Akhoon inaugurates 7-day Na-
tional Handloom Day celebrations in Kargil

Minority loan scheme awareness camp cum loan mela  held in Padum
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Expert talk - Ladakh’s Apricots: Traditional crop with global potential

 We will focus on creating support systems and initiatives aimed at tackling these 
challenges head-on. Additionally, we will work towards resolving social issues such 
as family disputes and land conflicts through amicable negotiations.

Q. Many youths in Ladakh are engaging in anti-social behaviors like drug ad-
diction and alcohol abuse. What steps is the LBA Youth Wing planning to take 
to address this?
                                                                          
 Anti-social behaviors such as drug addiction and alcohol abuse often reflect a lack 
of emotional intelligence and resilience. Youths, and indeed many people in Ladakh, 
may turn to drugs and alcohol as a way to cope with stress and anxiety. This is one 
of the biggest challenges we face.

To address this, the LBA Youth Wing will organize comprehensive awareness cam-
paigns focused on emotional intelligence, aiming to educate individuals about health-
ier coping mechanisms. These campaigns will be conducted at all levels, reaching 
out to communities across Ladakh. Additionally, we will seek sustainable remedies 
by providing support systems, counseling, and rehabilitation programs to help those 
struggling with addiction. Our goal is to foster a stronger, more emotionally resilient 
community that can face challenges without resorting to harmful behaviors.  

Q. What initiatives will you implement to attract and retain young talent?

  The LBA Youth Wing is committed to nurturing and retaining young talent in La-
dakh. We organize workshops and seminars aimed at identifying and developing the 
skills and talents of our youth. By providing them with the necessary platforms, we 
help them excel in their respective fields, whether it be in academics, arts, sports, or 
any other area of interest.

Moreover, we actively advocate for our youth by forwarding recommendations to 
relevant authorities when additional support or resources are needed. This ensures 
that talented individuals receive the opportunities they deserve to grow and succeed. 
Our goal is to create an environment where young people feel valued, supported, and 
motivated to contribute to the community.

In Conversation with
Jigmet Rafstan, LBA Youth wing President

Chairman of the Reservation Commission for Actual Line of Control (ALC) Ladakh, 
Justice Bansi Lal Bhat interacting with the villagers of  Line of Control (LoC).

CEC and DC along with other district officers, inspecting stalls of the artisan 
showcasing a wide array of handloom and handicraft products.

ipation of around 100 vil-
lagers, including youth, 
merchants, and members 
of Taxi Association. They 
were all eager to gain 
awareness about the Mi-
nority Loan Scheme and 
to register themselves for 
loan purposes.

In his address, EC Tashi 
emphasized the crucial 
role of these schemes in 
fostering economic growth 
for start-ups and promot-
ing sustainable develop-

ment in the community.

He raised concerns 
about the practical and 
ground-level applicabil-
ity of these schemes in 
Zanskar and suggested the 
establishment of a JKLFC 
extension counter in the 
area to ensure the scheme’s 
effective implementation.

He also discussed various 
challenges faced during 
the submission of Form C 
or shop establishment for 
new start-ups seeking fi-
nancial assistance.

Additionally, he urged the 
NMDFC/JKLFC to con-
sider including govern-
ment contractors as guar-
antors and encouraged 
young entrepreneurs and 
unemployed youth to ex-
plore the scheme initiated 
by the Ministry of Minori-
ty Affairs, Government of 
India.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of such schemes in 
empowering the minori-
ty section of society, en-
abling them to earn liveli-
hood with minimal interest 

loans. He assured full sup-
port to the participants in 
case of any difficulties/as-
sistance in accessing these 
schemes.

Earlier, Suhail Qadri, Gen. 
Manager, JKLFC, pre-
sented welcome speech, 
outlining the various loan 
schemes offered by the 
corporation. He also ad-
dressed doubts regarding 
the schemes during the 
question and answer ses-
sion.

The event concluded with 
a vote of thanks by Jigmet 
Namgail, District Incharge, 
JKLFC Leh and Kargil. He 
acknowledged the chal-
lenges of conducting a se-
ries of awareness camps 
continuously in Kargil 
district, especially the long 
8-hours journey to Padum 
Zanskar.

However, he expressed 
satisfaction with the large 
turnout, noting that the 
enthusiastic participation 
and the lively Q&A session 
made the efforts worth-
while.

department, the department of industries, farmers, and exporters.

The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA), established by the Government of India under the 1985 Act, was formed in Ladakh in 2021. Its main 
objective is to promote the export of fruits, vegetables, and other agro-based products. APEDA has also conducted buyer-seller meetings, where foreign importers, Indian exporters, farmers, and 
entrepreneurs participated. In 2022, apricot export quantities increased, with around 35 metric tonnes sent to the Philippines, Mauritius, Vietnam, and other countries. In addition to fresh apricots, 
APEDA has begun exporting value-added products such as jam, jelly, juice, and dried apricots, which show promising market potential.

A recent buyer-seller meeting in Leh attracted many exporters who took samples of value-added and processed products. These meetings are beneficial as they allow exporters to better understand 
the quality of Ladakh’s products and give local farmers and entrepreneurs insights into business and market dynamics. Plans are underway to host an international buyer-seller meeting, bringing 
together international importers and domestic exporters to discuss other potential products in Ladakh beyond apricots.

The export channel is in progress, in future we are hoping to attract more exporters that will result in good apricot price and eventually rise in the income of farmers involving in selling the fruit. 
Local farmers are actively engaged in the business, with the Farmer Produce Organisation (FPO) from Sham Valley, which produces fresh fruit and sells dried apricots, and young entrepreneurs 
also playing significant roles. The response to the first export of apricots was positive, with a display stall in a Dubai supermarket selling out faster than expected. This feedback indicates that the 
demand for Ladakhi apricots exceeds expectations.

The export process is ongoing, and there are hopes to attract more exporters in the future, which would result in better prices for apricots and increased income for farmers. Apricots from Ladakh 
have substantial potential in the international market, but there is a need for improvements in processing and packaging technology for the GI-tagged Raktsey Karpo. Ladakh also lacks proper har-
vesting tools, and technical intervention is necessary during the pre- and post-harvesting stages to enhance processing and extend shelf life.

APEDA regularly initiates programs to expose farmers and entrepreneurs to valued products in foreign markets and showcase the quality of Ladakh’s products. Subsidies are available for producers 
interested in setting up units for processed and value-added products, and machines are also subsidized. Training in pruning and proper cultivation techniques is provided. Besides APEDA, various 
central departments offer schemes to encourage farmers and entrepreneurs to establish their units and produce high-quality products.
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Territorial Army commemorates platinum 
jubilee with cycle expedition from Siachen 

to Indira Point

RLC triumphs at Kargil Football League 
2024

New Vidya Samiksha Ken-
dra inaugurated at DIET 

Leh by LG Ladakh

100 patients examined at Sankoo Eye sur-
gery camp; 45 receive surgeries

Degree College Zanskar hosts environmen-
tal education workshop on “Exploring Bio-
diversity and Climate Change in Zanskar”

Mansoor Hosain Beigh

KARGIL: The Kargil 
District Football League 
2024 concluded on August 
10 at the Astro Turf Kur-
bathang, Kargil.

The league was organized 
by the Kargil Football 
Association with support 
from the Ladakh Football 
Association. The closing 
ceremony was attended by 
Chairman/CEC, LAHDC, 
Kargil, Dr. Mohd Jaffer 
Akhoon, and Member 
of Parliament, Ladakh, 
Mohmad Haneefa Jaan.
CEC Dr. Akhoon congrat-
ulated the winning team, 
RLC, and the runners-up, 
Shaheen FC from Salis-
kote. He emphasized the 
Hill Council’s ongoing 
efforts to enhance sports 
infrastructure and provide 
necessary equipment for 
deserving athletes, wheth-
er in ice hockey or other 
sports.

Dr. Akhoon encouraged 

the players to view sports 
not just as a game but as a 
potential career. He high-
lighted the talent of La-
dakh’s youth, both girls 
and boys, to compete at 
international levels and 
urged them to maintain 
sportsmanship on and off 
the field.

He announced Rs 20,000 
for the winning team, Rs 
15,000 for the runners-up, 
and Rs 10,000 each for 
the other top two teams 
through Youth Services 
and Sports Kargil for the 
purchase of sports equip-
ment. Dr. Akhoon assured 
continued support from 
the Hill Council for future 
initiatives.

MP Ladakh, Mohmad 
Haneefa Jaan, also con-
gratulated the winners 
and runners-up. He spoke 
about the hidden talent 
in Ladakh and called on 
political, social, and ad-

LEH: The Lieutenant 
Governor of Ladakh, 
Brigadier (Dr) BD Mish-
ra (Retd) inaugurated the 
Vidya Samiksha Kendra 
(VSK) at District Institute 
of Education & Training 
(DIET) Leh in the pres-
ence of Deputy Chairman, 
LAHDC Leh, Tsering 
Angchuk; Advisor to the 
LG, Dr Pawan Kotwal, 
IAS; Principal Secretary, 
School Education, Sanjeev 
Khirwar, IAS and Direc-
tor, School Education De-
partment, Tsering Paldan, 
JKAS.

At the outset, LG Lada-
kh asked the School Ed-
ucation Department led 
by Principal Secretary, 
Sanjeev Khirwar, IAS, to 
follow up on the issues 
flagged by Deputy Chair-
man, LAHDC Leh, Tser-
ing Angchuk and try to 
address these issues at the 
earliest. Stating that educa-
tion is the most important 
basic need of life, the LG 
asked the teaching staff of 
the Education Department 
to work sincerely and in-
tensely with good inten-
tions to improve the edu-
cation standards.

He informed about the is-
sue of attachment of teach-
ing/non-teaching staff of 
the Education Department 
and the steps taken by 
the UT Administration to 
frame the policy to ensure 
that there are no headless 
schools and rationalisation 
of posts or resource per-
sons in the Education De-
partment.

Highlighting the job pro-
file of teachers to provide 
the best possible education 
to the students through 
the correct attitudinal ap-
proach, the LG stated that 
the teachers must know the 
strengths and weaknesses 
of students along with pro-
viding them proper guid-
ance to help them become 
good citizens of India. He 
also highlighted the roles 
of teachers in the success 
of Vidya Samiksha Kend-
ra.

Deputy Chairman, LAH-
DC Leh, Tsering Angchuk 
congratulated the Educa-
tion Department and UT 
Ladakh on the inaugura-
tion of the Vidya Samik-
sha Kendra at DIET Leh 
and informed about var-
ious initiatives taken by 
the Education Department 
to improve the education 
standards in Ladakh. He 
highlighted the need for a 
policy for the 10+2 lectur-
ers who teach Education, 

Environmental Science 
and Statistics subjects 
at different Government 
Higher Secondary Schools 
in Ladakh to define their 
roles due to the exclusion 
of these subjects, shifting 
of government schools 
from JKBOSE to CBSE 
pattern. He also high-
lighted the need for the 
upgradation of DIET along 
with improving its staff 
strength. Angchuk stated 
that qualified teaching staff 
are required for the proper 
functioning of the ICT labs 
in Ladakh.

Director, School Educa-
tion, Tsering Paldan ap-
prised the LG of the key el-
ements of Vidya Samiksha 
Kendra (VSK), including 
the digital initiatives tak-
en by UT Administration 
such as the distribution of 
YounTabs to students, the 
establishment of 220 inter-
active flat panels under Sa-
magra Shiksha, the estab-
lishment of 120 ICT labs 
under Samagra Shiksha, 
the establishment of 190 
DigiLabs in Ladakh with 
help from 17,000 ft, the 
conduct of National Ini-
tiative for School Heads’ 
and Teachers’ Holistic Ad-
vancement (NISHTHA) 
capacity-building pro-
gramme for teachers and 
school principals, the im-
plementation of Enterprise 
Resource Planning (ERP) 
software and the inaugu-
ration of Vidya Samiksha 
Kendra; the implementa-
tion, vision, purpose, ben-
efits of VSK along with 
the 6 A’s (Assessment, 
Administration, Accredita-
tion, APAAR, Attendance 
and Artificial Intelligence) 
framework for VSK; the 
focus areas of the A’s 
Mapping; the implemen-
tation status and the starter 
packs, etc.

Earlier, Principal Secre-
tary, School Education, 
Sanjeev Khirwar, IAS, 
welcomed the guests and 
gave an overview of Vidya 
Samiksha Kendra, first 
launched in Gujarat in 
2021, which will help in 
administering the educa-
tion system in a better way 
along with the MoU signed 
with Hitachi MGRM Net 
Ltd as the technology part-
ner.  

Chief Education Officers 
(CEOs), Zonal Education 
Officers (ZEOs), Prin-
cipals and Headmasters 
along with other officials 
of School Education De-
partment were present 
during the event.

SANKOO: A total of 100 
patients were examined 
while 35 cataract and 10 
pterygium cases were 
operated on during a two-
day eye surgery camp at 
the Community Health 
Centre (CHC) Sankoo on 
August 8 and 9.

The eye surgery camp was 
organized by the Block 
Medical Officer Sankoo 

and the Department of 
Ophthalmology CHC 
Sankoo in collaboration 
with Perfect Vision Super 
Speciality (Eye Hospital 
Srinagar).

The team was led by Dr. 
Omar Rashid, a renowned 
phaco and corneal sur-
geon from Perfect Vision 
Super Speciality. Key 
contributions were also 

ministrative bodies at the 
UT and district levels to 
help prepare these talent-
ed youth for national and 
international platforms. 
He mentioned the on-
going construction of a 
multi-level indoor stadium 
in Kargil and the establish-
ment of ice hockey rinks at 
the block level.
The MP also emphasized 
the potential of archery in 
the region and assured full 
support for its develop-
ment.

The ceremony was also 
attended by Councillor 
Baroo-Minjee, Khadim 
Hussain; Councillor Salis-
kote, Sajjad Hussain; For-
mer Executive Councillor, 
LAHDC, Kargil, Mohd 
Ali Chandan; Secretary, 
Ladakh Football Associa-
tion, Tsering Angmo; and 
representatives from the 
121 Infantry Brigade and 
31 Punjab Regiment.
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LEH: In commemora-
tion of the Platinum Jubi-
lee Year of the Territorial 
Army, a cycle expedition 
was organized from Sia-
chen Base Camp to Indira 
Point, starting on August 
3.

The expedition is planned 
to be conducted in two 
legs—Mainland Leg and 
Island Leg—traversing 
approximately 5,500 kilo-
meters through land, air, 
and sea.
The expedition, compris-
ing 21 Territorial Army 
personnel, was flagged off 
from Siachen Base Camp 
on July 30, 2024, and 
reached Leh on August 2, 
2024.

On August 4, 2024, the 
General Officer Com-
manding, 72 Sub Area, 
interacted with the team 
members. The expedition 
will cycle through the en-

KARGIL: Govt. Model 
Degree College Zanskar, 
in collaboration with the 
Snow Leopard Conser-
vancy India Trust (SL-
CIT), hosted a day-long 
Environmental Education 
workshop titled “Explor-
ing Biodiversity and Cli-
mate Change in Zanskar” 
on August 8.

Rigzin Yandol opened the 
workshop by introduc-
ing the key speakers and 
outlining the program’s 
schedule. Mohd Ish-
aq, Principal of GMDC 
Zanskar, then delivered 
a welcome speech and a 
keynote address highlight-
ing the urgent need for 
conservation and sustain-
able development in Lada-
kh, with a particular focus 
on Zanskar.

A pre-test assessment was 
conducted to gauge partic-
ipants’ existing knowledge 
of local biodiversity.
Dr. Tsewang Namgail, 
Director of SLCIT, gave 
an extensive presentation 

tire length of the nation, 
reaching Chennai, where 
the team will then move 
to the Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands. After travel-
ing southwards through 
the Nicobar Islands, the 
expedition will conclude 
at Indira Point, where the 
Tricolour will be hoisted 
underwater at the south-
ernmost tip of India.

In addition to cycling, the 
expedition team will en-
gage in sailing and scuba 
diving activities as part 
of their journey. Public 
awareness campaigns ad-
dressing issues such as 
national integration, envi-
ronmental consciousness, 
and “Know Your Army” 
will also be conducted 
along the route. The pri-
mary aim of the expedi-
tion is to foster a civil-mil-
itary connection, with the 
Territorial Army having 
a widespread presence 

across the country.

The Territorial Army 
(TA) was established in 
1949 following the en-
actment of the Territorial 
Army Act in 1948. De-
rived from the concept of 
a Citizen Army, the TA’s 
role has evolved and ex-
panded, now being inte-
gral to all spheres of the 
Indian Army. The TA has 
actively participated in all 
major operations under-
taken by the Indian Army, 
earning numerous gal-
lantry and distinguished 
awards. The TA has also 
played a significant role 
in nation-building, envi-
ronmental management, 
and ecological restoration. 
The Ecological Units of 
the TA have planted ap-
proximately 9 crore sap-
lings across 92,000 hect-
ares of land nationwide to 
address the adverse effects 
of global warming.

on Ladakh’s natural heri-
tage, focusing on “Ladakh 
Geography and Climate.” 
His talk covered a broad 
range of related topics, 
and he addressed numer-
ous questions raised by 
students.

Jigmet Dadul, Senior Pro-
gram Manager at SLCIT, 
followed with a presen-
tation on “Large Herbiv-
orous Mammals of Lada-
kh.” He detailed various 
species, their distribution 
patterns, habitats, identifi-
cation keys, and conserva-
tion strategies.

In the post-lunch session, 
three keynote speakers 
presented on their respec-
tive themes. Padma An-
gmo, Project Manager at 
SLCIT (Birder), provided 
an overview of “Birds of 
Ladakh,” highlighting 
both migratory and res-
ident bird species in the 
region.

Kriti Chawan discussed 
the impact of climate 

change in Zanskar, fo-
cusing on glacier-induced 
lake formation and the 
associated risks of glacial 
lake outburst floods.

Dr. Tsewang Namgail con-
cluded the workshop with 
a talk on the importance 
of ecological surveys, en-
couraging students to doc-
ument new flora and fauna 
in the Ladakh Himalayas.

Around 24 students reg-
istered for an ecological 
survey scheduled for Sep-
tember. Royal Enfield and 
the Australian Himalayan 
Foundation were notable 
funding partners for the 
workshop.

The program concluded 
with a focus on the unique 
flora and fauna of Zanskar 
and discussions on the 
impact of climate change 
on the region’s fragile 
ecosystem. Participants 
engaged in meaningful 
discussions about preserv-
ing Ladakh’s unique bio-
diversity.
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NOTICE NOTICE

NOTICE

NOTICE

No JC 588447A Rank SUB Tsewang Tashi  S/o Tashi Rigzen Unit 1137 DAC 
PL C/o 56APO has claimed that his father’s name namely Tashi Rigzen has 
been wrongly entered as Tashi Renchen instead of Tashi Rigzen in the Army 
record and produced an affidavit duly verified by Notary public Leh with 
Certificate No. IN-LA07168827360524W to this office for making necessary 
correction. Hence the notice is hereby served through press to file objection 
if any in the concerned office within 7 days from date of publication failing 
which necessary correction will be made. 

I, Tashi Dorjey S/o Sonam Tashi  R/o Durbuk Leh, 
UT Ladakh  wants to change my name and style 
of the contractor registration card no.A522 from 
Tashi Dorjey to Youl Construction.. Now, I want to 
apply for a duplicate card, Objection if any may 
be report to the Chief Engineer, PWD, Leh within 
7 days from the date of the publication of this 
notice.

I, Javed Iqbal S/o Mohammad Javed R/o Shey 
, UT Ladakh do hereby notify that  my father’s 
name  Mohammad Javed has been wrongly 
recorded as Mohd Javed instead of Mohammad 
Javed in his Resident Certificate  bearing No. 
T-Leh /9166 (R) 22 dated 15/09/2022 duly 
issued by Tehsil Office Leh UT Ladakh. Now, I am 
applying for the changes in Resident Certificate 
and objection if any may be conveyed to the Teh-
sil Office Leh UT Ladakh within 07 days from the 
date of publication.

An application has been received from one Tsewang Norboo S/o Tsewang 
Rinchen R/o Lakjung Nubra UT Ladakh to transfer the vehicle No. JK 10 
9073 owned by Nawang Chosgail S/o Tsewang Morup R/o Skurbuchan UT 
Ladakh. Now, it is therefore notified for general information that objection if 
any to the proposed transfer shall be filed in writing in the office of Assistant 
Regional Transport Officer (ARTO) within a period of 07 days from date of 
publication of this notice.

No: ARTO/ UT/Leh/2022/297-98                  Asstt. Regional Transport Officer
Date: 09-08-24                                                                  Leh Ladakh

Caption: Participants during a day-long Environmental Education workshop titled 
“Exploring Biodiversity and Climate Change in Zanskar”.

LEH: Justice Bansi Lal 
Bhat, Chairman of the 
Reservation Commission 
for Actual Line of Control 
(ALC), Ladakh, convened 
a significant meeting with 
Chairman/CEC Adv. Tashi 
Gyalson on August 8 in 
the Conference Hall of the 
Council Secretariat.

Accompanied by Addi-
tional Secretary Tsering 
Motup, Justice Bhat pro-
vided an update on the 
status and progress of the 
committee’s efforts to for-
mulate a reservation policy 
for residents living adja-
cent to the Actual Line of 
Control.

Justice Bhat emphasized 
the committee’s commit-
ment to inclusive devel-
opment and alleviating the 
hardships faced by resi-
dents in border areas. The 
primary aim of the meeting 
was to inform stakehold-
ers about the committee’s 
work and to gather sugges-
tions and objections from 
all concerned parties.

He stressed the importance 
of establishing clear crite-
ria to ensure that reserva-
tions benefit the intended 
recipients and exclude in-
eligible individuals.

During the meeting, CEC 
Gyalson, along with Ex-

Justice Bhat convenes meeting on reserva-
tion policy for ALC

made by Dr. Shahnawaz, a 
renowned ophthalmologist, 
and Dr. Munnawar Hussain 
Wazir, a senior consultant 
ophthalmologist at CHC 
Sankoo.

The camp’s success was 
further ensured by the ded-
icated support of ophthal-
mology assistants and OT 
assistants from CHC San-
koo.

ecutive Councillors and 
Councillors, presented 
their submissions and feed-
back to Justice Bhat.

Attendees included Dy. 
Chairman Tsering Angc-
huk; Executive Councillor 
for RDD Tashi Namgyal 
Yakzee; Executive Coun-
cillor for Minority Ghulam 
Mehdi; and Councillors 
from border areas, includ-
ing Ishey Spalzang (Nyo-
ma), Karma Namdak (Kor-
zok), Konchok Stanzin 
(Chushul), Thinles Nurboo 
(Kungyam), Tsering Sang-
dup (Panamik), Lhundup 
Dorjey (Skurbuchan), and 
other concerned officials.
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